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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 12, 2, 6-9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lyon et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,146,847). 

Lyon discloses a method for banding element (13) as been disclosed by the claimed 

invention, see for example Fig. 2; comprising a pre-selection loop of the package band being 

pulled back to a pre-selected loop length in the reverse movement with an aid of an electronic 

control system in response to a pre-selected control variable (column 3, lines 51-54; via 

"controller means 34 monitors the reversing tension of the strap 18 about the item 13 and stops 

the drive motor 32 when the tension equals a predetermined tension ."; note that the 

"predetermined tension " is equivalent to the claimed "preselected loop length " since both are 

referring to reversing the band certain length; fixing the package band after the "preselected 

loop length " has been reached (via fixing the band element 13 after the predetermined tension is 

reached); wherein the pre-selected control variable is the pre-selected loop length rather than 

band tension (column 6, lines 51-62; via controller 42 store plurality of values for different types 

of packed stacked items 13 to be strapped, "memory would store the strapping characteristics of 

reverse and forward lengths"). 

Note that for the current application some type of force will be present while pulling back 
the band around the stacked items in order to get a uniformed package, it might be a light force, 
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but definitely some force will be present, which called tensioning force, otherwise the packed 
items will be loose inside the package band. Regardless to the name of the applied force it seems 
like the applied art of '847 and the present application both pulling the package band in a 
reverse direction at a pre-detriment length based on some data taken to the packaging stack. 

Regarding claim 2: rotary encoder roller ends the reverse movement of the package band, 
see for example Figs. 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 6: if the loop length is not reached, the process is interrupted and a fault 
is indicated, see for example Figs. 3-4B. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8: a maximum/minimum band tension can be selected by the 
control system (column 3, lines 5 1-54; via "a predetermined tension"; could be max or min.) 

Regarding claim 9: wherein "a printed package band" is positioned with a control system, 
see for example Figs. 1 and 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lyon et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,146,847). 

Lyon discloses that the loop length is predetermined by automatic measuring values of 
the packed items (13), the data is entered and selectably stored for the digital control system 
(column 6, lines 52-59). 
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Lyon does not disclose determining the length by measuring the stacked goods. 
However, the examiner takes an official notice that such measuring values of the packed items 
13 of Lyon is equivalent to stacked goods and Lyon is capable of measuring a stacked goods 
instead of items 13. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Lyon's item 13 by stacked goods, as a matter of 
engineering design choice, in order to make the packing method capable of handling more 
packing materials/stacks. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sameh H. Tawfik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 

ST. 



